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‘LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT .

Dear Fellow Members: As I write this note to you, the air is filled with hopeful news of
‘the hostage situation and the presidential inauguration. In perspective and by comparison,
‘our -problems seef minor. However, the business of the world goes on, and we must continue to
function "as usual". The restoration of the House is soon to be comp]eted,and I am Tooking
“forward to that date. In February we will have our Annual Dinner Meeting. It will be a
‘pleasure to meet so many old friends again and renew our memories. The year 1980 was a success-
ful year for the Society, both financially and activity-wise. The Quilters, the Fund Raisers
-and the new Crafts group spent many hours in preparation of sales items. There is progress with
‘the Railroad Depot and Museum. See for yourself the next time you go downtown. Space limits
crediting all those who worked so hard in their committees. Our next big FUND-RAISING EVENT
will be the Sixth Annual 01d Fashioned Ice.Cream Social on Flag Day, Sunday, June 14, 1981.
‘Plan.to be there and bring a friend. "Woody." Helen Wood Linke, President.

‘FEBRUARY 9 DINNER o
.. Our Annual Dinner Meeting is Monday, February 9 at Anthony's, La Mesa. Again, there are on1y

. 150 places available, so get your reservations TODAY with your check and the names of your guests.’

| Ca11 Thelma Todd, 466-5970; or Vivian Higgins, 466-9244,
\ $25.00 per couple $12.50 singles DEADLINE February 5-Thursday:-
| . Menu - - o e e e e e e oo
Shrimp Green-Salad . 1 She11 Fries

: - -Potatoes Ro11s Beverage v Ice Cream ' ‘

: r;progra “will“be-fun. A short business meeting for the Nominating Committee w111 be necessary S
‘If you have camellias, will you share them with us? They add so much in their beauty. Call the
above numbers, please. Thank you. Vivian H1gg1ns, Hosp1ta11ty Chairan. ;

LOOKOUT AVENUE is the official publication of the La Mesa Historical Society, Inc., P. 0. Box 882,
' [a Mesa, CA 92041. Telephone 714-463-6886. Published quarterly. Editor: Luc11e DeWaide.
Reporters"'Eckoe Ahern and Lanette Wray. Artist: Clete Gress.




- San-Francisco long before that, their wedd1ng ceremonies took place at 8:00 A.M. The Tieu-

~ Teather. We can guess she"...did La Mesa proud."

| If you have old documents or photographs, preserve them in plastic or copy them before they

Vi
v
SWEET ADELINES QUARTET AT 'FEBRUARY. 9 DINNER PARTY ' ‘ _
= The Chapter Four Quartet of. the Singing Hills Chapter of Sweet Adelines of La Mesa will bring
the joy of their music to. this.always lively occasion. The ladies in Chapter Four are Patti
aTendenn1ng, Bonn1e Cross, Larinda P1Tkerton and Sally - Brumfield.

This dinner is the t1me of the year for renew1ng old fr1endsh1ps Come in-'plenty of time
to visit. One special. thing about the LMHS is the way this group can become .engrossed in
conversation. This warmth and friendliness is important. Our own Hospitality Chairman, Vivian.. .
Higgins, will be Mistress. of Ceremonies. She will introduce Ben Polak whose team will Tead us in '
Kumorous reminiscing about 07d La Mesa. Be sure to send in your reservation TODAY. The seating
s limited to 150 persons. Last year many people did not get to attend the dinner. Be on time.
Look forward to a fun evening. There is a flier elsewhere in this LOOKOUT. Clip the form and &
send in your reservat1on by February 5! OR BEFORE! HOW ABOUT TODAY: Pat Kettler, Program Cha1r-a#

¢ _ man.

WARNING OF HISTORY LOSS .

Much of La ifesa's: history may be Tostbecause of a population that keeps moving.. Every time :
peop]e move ,  they clean house and throw what may: be valuable historical documents into the trash.
There is a- need to save, preserve and find a Toving home for photographs, papers, artifacts and -
books that: m1ght beof. h1stor1ca1 s1gn1f1cance The danger is.in throwing them out willy-nilly.-

crumble any further.-.Often-descendants are not aware of the historical vaTue of things. They
find things ‘dumped - 4n -their Taps -and don't know what to do with them. If you find yourself in-
his position, please call the La. Mesa Historical Society or whichever historical society

AppY pr1ate to what you have. - La Mesa Historical Society - 460-3726, 463-0197 or 466-5970.

NHAT ABOUT LA MESA* S BOOMING CITRUS INDUSTRY - 7890 s?_

& f”The more ong- Tearns ‘about our Tocal history the more one's curiosity Teads them to want to "
Tearn more. . For instarce, by 1895 La Mesa really began to'grow after the railroad came through

andlarge amounts of water were brought through ‘the East County via flume from the- Cuyamaca A
ntainsT=This—in=turm brought peopTe west~on trains and many of “these people established ™
Mesa's” f1rst’1ndustry - citrus. Curiosity Ted to Tooking for any visible reminder of this
rus industry-in La Mesa and, to date, T have seen nothing. There was a citrus packing house"
the northwest corner-of- Lemon Avenue and Nebo Street which was torn down in 1920. We have -
several photographs of ‘it for-a visual reminder but.no citrus packing labels, boxes.: ery .
or actual photographs of people: work1ng at and in“the‘packing house. It's strange hat-out of =
th1s booming Tittle industry there isn't someth1ng Teft beh1nd as a remembrance. g

s If you have any 1nformat1on regardlng this or know of someone who does, pTease call’ .

or drop me a T1ne “Mrs. Pat Kettler (463-0197) % "
9146 San Juan Place
La Mesa, CA 92041

Y NOSTALGIA g

) TV LOOKOUT AVE. LOOKS AT A BIT OF FEBRU

A good deal of exc1tement broke out at the CooTey and Rumsey homes on that February Tuesday 'QE
morn1ng in 1976. The wedding 0f Rhoda Cooley and Lieutenant Dexter -Rumsey in the Central :
Congregational Church-wasset for noon, but because they had'to catch the steamer YALE to

tenant had been stationed at the Exposition Cavalry Center but had just received orders for
Hono]u]u and the bride and brldegroom were to sail from San Francisco Saturday.

e The La Mesa Scout supp11es details: "The bride and- ‘bridegroom were unattended, and-the “
Tovely young’ bride, who is-only 18, wore a gown of white“chiffon and had a wreath: of orange
blossoms in her hair. Her trave11ng suit was of white broadcloth trimmed w1th m1dn1ght blue




{E HISTORIAN'S BOOK can be greatly enlivened by YOUR contributions. Please donate pictures,
1apshots, news articles, etc. Identify these by place,names and dates. Your contributions
in be picked up by calling Eva Quicksall or Lucile DeWaide.

{ECTION.. In accordance with our By-Laws, two members of the nominating committee and their
Tternates will be elected at the business meeting during the February 9 Dinner. Just a
sminder that it is a courteous gesture to obtain prior consent of the persons whose names are
- laced in nomination for this committee. Betty Teague, Parliamentarian.

ISTORY ON TELEVISION. "Twelve Who Shaped San Diego" with Dr. Clare Crane will be presented

7 a series of eight one-hour programs on KPBS-TV Channel 15 on Thursdays, beginning January 22
rom 1:00 to 2:00 P.M. The series is based on the award-winning KPBS Radio serjes of the same
ame broadcast in 1978. The program is sponsored by TEGO, Televised Educational Growth
pportunities, on the "Talkback" program. Talkback gives viewers an opportunity to interact
ith program participants via telephone call-in during the program. Call 296-2044 for more
nformation.

EISGNERS SHOWCASE 1981. May 2 - May 24. Empty House Party, February 27. Empty House Preview, ;
gbruary 28 - March 1. Group Tours only, April 25 - May 1. Reservations: 239-2211. Adjoining - -4
he La Jolla Country CTub, this two-story, Spanish-Mediterranean home (THE SCHMIDT-NICO LEK

DUSE) of 6,000 square feet has 14 rooms, 7 bedrooms, 6% baths.

THE LITTLE EOXES“-by:LT]]ian'He11man.-fMatinee'Z:oo P.M. March 1,and

" UE GOODBYE PEOPLE" by Herb Gardner, 2:00 P.M., May 17. These special Sunday Matinees are
eﬁng'givénffor the benefit of the Community Center Fund. : :

UES REMINDER. Be sure to fill out your Directory Information Form when it comes in the mail, . ;Méi
nd send your dues to'Vicki Willis (460-0748). Everyone's membership is important. You will N
' eel a part of the Society and the Restoration if you belong.

 ESERVATIONS e Tiecessary for the February § dinmer. The deadline is February 5. 7" 7 . = 7]

|

% ELR WANTED. ~ Telephone committee (Call Gladys Johnson to volunteer - 466-4125.) LOOKOUT AVE. :
| ews Tetter- (Call Lucile DeWaide to volunteer - 463-6886.) Other positions - (Call Woody .
| inke - 469-9988 to- volunteer.) : . -
B

LA MESA DEPOT MUSEUM UPDATE

Expect to see the fence protéCting-the L& Mesa Depot' removed in early February because
hen or soon thereafter, the City of La Mesa linear park landscaping project will get underway.s
iy that time most exterior work on the depot, other than painting, should be completed.

Hopefully, by midyear all depot reconstruction and restoration will be complete and attention:-
1111 then be given to furnishing the building in a style reminiscent of that of 1920. Before ‘
1e talk about-the-railroad rolling stock display, let us take a Took at the world.of Co-Sponsor,. - *
‘acific Southwest Railway Museum Association. As most of you know, the railway museum group a
‘ew weeks ago purchased from the San Diego County Board of Supervisors, 3.59 acres of Tand in
;ampo,including the 01d Camp Lockett Gym, for the headquarters of its planned operating and
itatic railway display. Lease or purchase of additional land, a one-mile right-of-way and an
\dditional parcel of land, has not-yet been finalized. .

PSRMA's rolling stock includes four small steam locomotives, a small diesel Tocomotive,
jeven passenger cars, a troop kitchen car, a Tocomotive crane, nine freight cars, a street
sar body and Tine repair truck, a gasoline-powered rail bus, the depot building, a railroad
srossing guard house, a water tank, section cars, baggage carts, tools, models and a library

:0llection.




i On February 11, 1921, the Helix Rebekah Lodge ladies gave a bridal shower in the Odd
Fellows' Hall for Miss Hazel Johnson (Mrs. Fleming) who was "...delightfully surprised. Gifts
. were concealed in a large sunshade suspended from the ce111ng and decorated with smilax. Host-
es served coffee and four kinds of cake."” The. guest list 1nc1uded thirteen ladies and five
1es ‘and appeared in The Scout in its ent1rety

! 3 Also in the hearts and flowers department is an aduertisement in The Scout on February'TS,
1916. "Now on display, our big stock of Valentines--La Mesa Drug Store.

: On February 15, 1921, members of the Kinnikkinnik Club were to meet. Members, girls over
16, were urged to br1ng the1h friends, and"...each will please bring a Valentine-and a stick of
wood or kindling." The Scout leaves us c11ff hanging on ‘the kindling matter.

P How about some Rex Brand sauerkraut at nine cents a can at the Right Grocery in 1916? And
| the La Mesa Drug was pushing aspirin at 20¢ a dozen. Over at Skinner Grocery, the ad promised = -
| quality; their slogan: Once a customer, always a customer. They delivered groceries. Remember? -
| Their phone number was Pac1f1c Phorie--La Mesa 23-W. ‘(Two phone systems existed for some time,
|
|

! you know. )

A George Wash1ngton Even1ng {(no Tie)-was the project of the ladies of the Methodist Church
‘ the IOOF Hall on Tuesday, February 22. Supper at 6:00 P.M. cost 25¢. Music and readings

, followed and everyone was invited. A couple of nights later, the Women's Guild at the Central

' Congregat1ona1 Church had a "do." Their program was a representation of exhibits in Mrs.

| Farley's Wax Works. ::Admission was 15¢--and that. handsome sum 1nc1uded refreshments, and Heaven
knows howi many kinds" of: cake : :

%fli “Seems.all was not rosy. in 1916 for the new: schoo] house The Scout says, “"A number of
people have had:-occasion to call up the school:house since the new teTephone has been installed
| and: have exper1enced considerable trouble in gett1ng the right number. So here it is: La Mesa-3

, In February of. 1916 the_ Annual Banquet of the La Mesa Merchants Association took place at
well's Restaurant. The secretary, Mr. Noyesi=didn't have~hi§ speech™ copy ready for The S¢o
ublished it a week later. . Mr. Noyés.said,:among other things, "A merchants' associa:
: ew thing in La Mesa. The first was brought 7nhto existence when La Mésa had fewer
! chants and the Tittle city was at the beginning of its: growth. - The second was organized )
~about two and a half years ago with Mr. H. A. McKinney as president.” The associations served -
| 'as a sort of chamber of commerce and board of trade.

'?é Scout of February 11, 1921 dV1ses readers they can -get a Buddy Bug free. i
..$3. 505 Eleven of the«Bugs wer ~t0 be given away. WHAAAAT is a Buddy Bug? S

| 00 Of course,.-you will be:glad to know:ithe fo11ow1ng bits of news: Mr. J. T. Donohoo left

i Wednesday for’ Los Angeles after-a visit ofseveral days at the home of his brother,-Mr. Roy T.
Doriohoo. . .Miss Irma Rombauer; who recently returned from St. Louis, accepted a position with :
the new La Mesa Bakery - (Joy of Cooking, indeed!)...and a deputy collector -of the Internal Revenue f,
Service was at the Bank of La Mesa all.day Thursday, February 21, to -assist those who needed 4
- assistance in mak1ng up their wncome ‘tax reports.

! ;%J This is onTy-the tip of an iceberg: wh1ch shows in each. Fr1da'zed1t1on of the Tocal news-
~ paper the way things werein other days -than these.. One is amuséd;‘touched, and perhaps-a

- Hittle wistful...appreciative, too, for the’ record on film in the ta ‘Mesa L1brary -(Begun

- by LMHS.) Eckoe Ahern. . _

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DOCENTS provide a.very great service by helping keep our tax-free status. Without that a Tot.
fiore money would have to be earned, ‘More volunteers are needed. It is hoped that a docent
' would only have to serve one afternoon. per month. - The day could be changed from Thursday if

the group wishes., “*Some pe0p1e have had to drOp aut. We need YOU. If you can join us, call"
Rea. Acare = 466 £812. ; L o .




‘;.:dﬁttﬁfﬁ;afféy;-eqUipment and other exhibits will be sélected alternately for ¥
splay at LaMesa. | S L
ﬂ’“RéiﬁﬁbadJroiiing'Stock present19~is stored at Miramar N,A.S.;”Oxnard, Poway, the .
barCadére;*Escondidog.City of Commerce, Cainpo, Jamasha and backyards here.and there.

+ - The needs of the La Mesa Depot Museum display track are:intertwined with the Tuture needs
»f the operating railway museum in Campo. Both the La Mesa Historical Society and PSRMA were

ictively involved in the planning stages- and continue the general supervision of the project.

through ‘the -Joint Committee. Almost all of-the restoration.has been carried on by PSRMA.

{owever, as the museum nears completion and afterwards both organizations will be actively L %
involved. . S o . i

“Next--a.Took at the future of the La Mesa Depot Museum.

(INGTIME IN THE VALLEY

rhis photgraph,-taken for a-postcard circa:

905, reveals-a barren El Cajon Valley, :
a dirt-Main Street running through - - .
51 Tley. “My! How times




1 A © _MEMORIES-~OPEN HOUSE--DECEMBER 1980

'}M: D1d you hear us giggling? It was. fUn as-we put together Gingerbread Men and The1ma (Todd) -
-wondered about the size of the noses on Santa's He]pers Combing out beards on ‘the Christmas :

e decorations were Jean Guy,:Earline Lourenco, Jane’ F1e1d Woody Linke, Vivian Higgins and
‘Ima Todd as we worked on-Mondays to-produce. sa1es articles for the Open House. Filling e
| ‘the-boxes with your good contributions-at McKinney House brought the Chr1stmas Spirit right gas
a1ong, too, as only group part1c1pat1on can do. Vivian.

CdRISTMAb TOY EXHIBIT AT THE McKINNEY HOUSE -

In the bedroom at the top of the sta1rs an- exh1b1t of children's toys awaited the guests
attend1ng ‘the Christmas Open House at the McK1nney House.

] Books, dolls and other toys- dat1ng from 1880 to 1925 111ustrated what children could have .
.found as presents on Christmas morning. Many of -the art1c1es were from the San Diego H1stor1ca1
Soc1ety, the remainder were prlvate]y Toaned. :

- Pieces. dating from the 1880's lncluded a mechan1ca1 Bu]]dog Bank and a "Little Da1sy" B

tread]e sewing machine. -A lace-trimmed white cotton child's dress. from 1880 drew comment . - =

:since its original wearer was a little-boy, as small children of both sexes were then ciothed

in:dresses. A little golden-haired doll with:a porcelain head was an actual 1885 Christmas. .
hegt toa girl: named Dot” Moffat when she 11ved "way out in- the country" -on. San D1ego s

t treet LT . 4 :

Also part of" the exh1b1t were an 111ustrated 1890 eopy of The:House That. Jack Built,

nted on cloth; a stereoscope, a foldlng ‘dol¥ go-car ,7C:1915; @ Craftsman-styWe oak storage
at, u“gand 2. child's ‘pink ceramic tea: set . from the early 1920's.. Christmas postcards,,
stmas 1ssues ‘of- nagaz1nes, ‘and:tinsel and paper gar]ands from the same -period

§1ed~horse~pu11~tey from«the Porten_fam,1§f S
‘own ch11dheod here, and feels it probably be1onged
3 Donna Regan

ohter Ha]] remembers the toy
“father,-James Tank Porter.

| LA A MESA HISTORICAI. socmv lNC : o : : -
| P.O. BOX 882 - R e e R 1 NS';";;‘: Org.

| LA MESA, CA 92041 ‘ ‘ SR S ~ PAID BN
|- | | . | - R L2 Mesa, Ca 92041 |
L L , ' Permit No. 208 -

L 3335 : :
Ao . . MR. & MRS. HUBERT P. GUY
R . 7 9951 EL GRANITO *
| -  BAMESA, CA 92041
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